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to have been easier to enter Kin s Bay than fjords 

west coast of S itisiber en more or less met the pack of 

to reach the open water north of Prince Charles Fore- 
land. Storf’ord seems to have been clear of ice in Se - 
Kara Sea are scant , but the ice conditions there seem to 
have been bad. d vessel attempted to make the p s -  
sage in 1917. 

farther south, but until late in J u y  5 the pack on the 

the Greenland 8 %  ea, an on this account it was not easy 

tember, and possibly in AuguJt,. Reportd from t g e 

100’ to 105’. The annual rainfall at the coast stations 
ranges from 15 inches to 35 inches, and at  Jerusalem it is 
36 inches, no rain falling in June, July, and August. The 
rain setwon extends from the middle of October to early 
in day .  In  the district, of the Suez Canal the complete 
absence of rain for months together ancl the esceptioaally 
snicl.11 total annual fall in laces inimensely augments the 
difficulty of transport. Jrof. Ward says that winter is 
the best season for a cam aign, both on account of the 
better water supply a d  o P the lower temperature. 

EAINFALL IN MYSOBE DUBX’NGI. 1916. 

[Ah6ract rrprini2dfrom Nature, London, May 30,191S.1 

The report on rainfall registration in 1916 in Mysore 
includes ma s showing the actual rainfall for t.he year 

1870-1915. On June 25, 1916, more than 16 incies of 
rain fell durin 24 hours at  Na ar in the Shimoga clb- 

inches, nearly 50 per cent above the norinaf alt~hnugh t,he 
tot-a1 fall for 1916 was racticdy norma1 at  104 inches. 

above the norma? on account of an esceptional nunibcw 
of cyclonic storms, which originated in the Bay of Benval. 
The rains were on the whole but half of the noina.1 (Eir- 
ing the cool-weather period, January and February, n,iitl 
also clurin March, the beginning of the hot-weather 
period. T i e  deficiency was more than made up during 
the rest of the year, especially hi t,ho northeast monsoon 
period from October to the end of the year. The tthles 
occupy 58.pages and give tho details for the 334 stations 
under vanous heads; a notable table is that which gives 
the dist,ribution in tho river valleys. 

re? 1916, and t 1 e average annual rainfall for the 

trict; the tota k rainfall at  that p P ace clurin June WBS 3s 

The rains durin Octv \ cr and Novemher, 191G, were 

CLIMATIC NOTES O N  PALESTINE, MESOPOTAMIA, AND 
SINAlTIC PENINSULA. 

[Ahslraet reprinlrdfrom Nature. London, May 30,101S.l 

Weather condrols over the 
.Palestine, and near the Suez 

hting in Meso >ot,amia, in 
is the su b ject of MI 

wticle by Prof. Robert DeC. Ward, of Haivard h i -  
versity, in the S c i e d i f c  Nont7dy (New York, Apiill. 
Mesopotpqia is charachized as ‘i a count.ry of aridity, 
of intense kunimer heat, of deserts :tiid stcppes, of reln- 
tively mild winter, and of cold-season rains.” The niea.ii 
temperature at  Bagdad for January is given as 48.7’ F., 
mid for August 93.5’; the mean niasimuni is 110.5’, mil 
the mean miniinuni 3 1.9’, which are the mean est.rames 
in the year. Winter frosts occur and snow fdls loc,nlly. 
The total mean annual rainfall is only about S or 9 inches, 
and in some The rtlia 
falls between 6 ctober and May, and the remaining months 
are practically rainless. Februnr or March is the rainiest. 

climate of Palestine has been discussed by slier and 
Hann, and the article quotes various data. Tho coast. 
stations have a mean nudwinter temperature of between 
50’ and 55’ F. and mean midsummer temperature of 75’ 
to 80’. The kill stations, at  elevations of about 1,500 
to 3,000 feet, have mean midwinter temperalures from 
45’ to 50°, and midsummer means from 70’ to a little 
under 80’. In the Jordan Valley the temperatures range 
from 55’ in midwinter to S5” or 90’ ui midsummer. 
Jerusalem avera es 3.6 days a year with temperature be- 
low freezing, an a the highest summer temperatures reach 

ears only about half as niuch. 

I4 
month, and the floods come in L arch and Axil. The 

CLOUDS AT T E E  BOYAL ACADEMY. 

By J. S. D[INEB]. 

[Rrprinlrd/rom Nature, Eondon, May 30,1018. 101: 245.1 

The smoke and haze which commonly obscure the sky 
in large cities, and the otherwise restricted outlook, allow 
t.hc t,own dweller inadequntc opport,unit,ies for the study 
of cloucls, but to those who live in the country, and t,o 
t,he ohscroant worker in n town when speiiding.a holiday 
awity from his native place, the ever vtwymg c!outl 
effects forni quite as attractive an object of int.erest as the 
countryside itself. This being so, it  might be thought 
that in landscape scenes artists would devote at  least as 
niuc:h attention to the sky mid the clouds above as to 
the hills and valleys below. That this is not. the case 
will be painfully cvitlent to the meteorologist, or even 
t.hn orclinary int.elligent observer of Nature, who visits 
blie Royal Ac.aclem~7 and niakes but, a cursory exaniinn- 
t.ion of its walls. ’Let. it be granted at oiic,o t$at there 
m e  notable escephns, but the conclusion can not be 
resisted that to many artists the clouds form ax very 
subsidiary part of the picture, ancl arc put in to produce 
w1ia.t to the artist’s eye is presumably a pleasing effect., 
but without the least regard to natural truth. 

The majority of the c.louc1s ap enring in this yea.r’s eshi- 

though, as would be ex ected, the hard coniwtion cum- 
ulus, the most striking o P all clouds, is not neglected. Por- 
hnps the most remarkable feature is the almost entire 
neglect of high clouds of the cirrus ancl cirro-cumulus 
t ea which roduce some of the most beautiful effects 
ii%Fl)t.ure. ffrro-cumulus is shown in one or two sunset 

hition belong to the strat-o-cumu P us or fracto-cumulus type, 

pictures, and a not. entirely successful 
iiiacle in one case to de ict the sun shining 
nn nlto-st,mtus veil; gut, true cirrus is 
uiirci~reseiit.et1. In i‘ The Passing of Autumn” (91) tho 
meteorologist may think that lie detects a. fragment of 
false cirrus showing up against a rather fine cumulus, but 
t,he remaining clouds in this picture spoil what might 
otherwise have been a successful cloud study. True 
cuniulus sliould surely be a doucl type which would lend 
it.sdi to the art,ist’s needs without any departure from 
t.lie forms provided by Nature, but in many cases these 
clouds are given the most grotesquc? m d  unreal shapes, 
which completely spoil the picture to the observant 
lover of t,lie country. 

On the other hand, some of the most successful clouds 
in the e-shibitioii a pear in B. W. Leader’s “The Wedd 
of Surrey” (51) am P A. R. Quinton’s “The Road over the 
Downs, Susses” (6951, where clouds of the cumulus and 
otrato-cuiiiulus types are both true to Nature and blend 
adniirably with t.he peaceful scenes de iicted. Less 

ba.rsons’s “Rolling from the West” (1961, where similar 
eaceful, but with an equally admirable e d ect, is A. W. 


